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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-23 have been examined. Application 09/873,885 has a filing date 
06/04/2001 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -■ 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7, 9-20 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ng (U.S. 6,405,175). 
As per claim 1 , Ng teaches: 

An electronic system for rewarding participants posting entries on an Internet 
Web site, said system comprising: 

(a) a Web page comprising participant entries adapted for being accessed 
and viewed by visitors of the Web site (see column 3, lines 29-40); 

(b) means for ranking the entries based on preference criteria determined by 
said system (see column 9, lines 19-30; column 16, lines 22-30); 



and 
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(c) means for determining which participants are eligible for a reward based 
on their entry ranking relative to other entries posted on the Web site (see column 16, 
lines 22-30). 

As per claim 2, Ng teaches: 

An electronic system according to claim 1, wherein the participant entry 
comprises a text submission (see column 16, lines 22-30; column 3, lines 60-65). 
As per claim 3, Ng teaches: 

An electronic system according to claim 1, wherein the participant entry 
comprises a photograph (see column 10, lines 33-39). 
As per claim 4, Ng teaches: 

An electronic system according to claim 1, wherein the participant entry 
comprises a combination of text and a photograph (see column 3, lines 60-65). 
As per claim 5, Ng teaches: 

An electronic system according to claim 1, wherein the reward comprises a cash 
payout (see column 9, lines 1 9-30). 
As per claim 6, Ng teaches: 

An electronic system according to claim I, wherein the reward comprises a prize 
item (see column 9, lines 19-30). 
As per claim 7, Ng teaches: 

An electronic system for rewarding participants posting entries on an Intemet 
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(a) a Web page comprising participant entries adapted for being accessed 
and viewed by visitors of the Web site; 

(b) means for ranking tlie entries based on preference criteria determined by 
said system, said preference criteria comprising entry usage over a fixed period; and 

(c) means for determining which participants are eligible for a reward based 
on their entry ranl<ing relative to other entries posted on the Web site. The same 
rejection applied to claim 1 is applied to claim 7. 

As per claim 9, Ng teaches: 

An electronic system according to claim 7, but fails to teach and comprising a 
sample entry screen on the web site including a listing of both sample entries and actual 
participant entries. The same rejection applied to claim 8 is applied to claim 9. 

As per claim 10, Ng teaches: 

An electronic system for rewarding participants posting entries on an Internet 
Web site, said system comprising: 

(a) a Web page comprising participant entries adapted for being accessed 
and viewed by visitors of the Web site; 

(b) means for ranking the entries based on preference criteria determined by 
said system, said preference criteria comprising entry usage over a fixed period; and 

(c) means for determining which participants rank in the top 100 for entry 
usage during the fixed period, whereby those participants ranking in the top 100 are 
eligible for a reward based on their entry ranking relative to other entries posted on the 
Web site. The same rejection applied to claim 1 is applied to claim 10. The Ng system 
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have a finite amount of prizes or awards to grant, therefore, Ng system needs to select 
a finite number of participants, such as the top 10, or top 50 or 100, that the Ng system 
would be able to honor the prizes and awards eamed by participants using the Ng 
system. 

As per claim 1 1 , Ng teaches: 

A method for rewarding participants posting entries on an Internet Web site, said 
method comprising the steps of 

(a) providing a Web page comprising participant entries adapted for being 
accessed and viewed by visitors of the Web site; 

(b) ranking the entries based on predetermined preference criteria; and 

(c) rewarding certain participants based on their entry ranking relative to other 
entries posted on the Web site. The same rejection applied to claim 1 is applied to claim 
11. 

As per claim 12, Ng teaches: 

A method according to claim 11, but fails to teach and comprising collecting a 
posting payment from participants posting entries on the Web site. The same rejection 
applied to claim 8 is applied to claim 12. 

As per claim 13, Ng teaches: 

A method according to claim 12, wherein the step of ranking the entries 
comprises ranking the entries based on entry usage over a fixed period (see Ng column 
16, lines 22-30). 

As per claim 14, Ng teaches: 
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A method according to claim 13, and comprising displaying the usage for each 
entry at the Web site (see Ng column 3, lines 30-40). 
As per claim 15, Ng teaches: 

A method according to claim 13, and comprising grouping the entries into subject 
matter categories (see Ng column 14, lines 33-51). 
As per claim 16, Ng teaches: 

A method according to claim 15, and comprising displaying the usage for each 
category of entries at the Web site (see column 14, lines 32-51). 
As per claim 17, Ng teaches: 

A method according to claim 13, and comprising making those participants with 
entries ranl<ing in the top 100 for usage eligible for receiving a reward (see Ng column 
16, lines 22-35). 

As per claim 18, Ng teaches: 

A method according to claim 17, and comprising allocating a percentage of the 
posting payment to a payout fund used for rewarding those participants eligible for 
receiving a reward during a given period (see Ng column 16, lines 22-30). 

As per claim 19, Ng teaches: 

A method according to claim 18, wherein the step of rewarding participants 
comprises rewarding certain ones of those participants with entries ranking in the top 
100 for usage with a sum certain cash payout from the payout fund until the payout fund 
is emptied. The same rejection applied to claim 17 is applied to claim 19. 
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A method according to claim 19, and comprising automatically canning forward 
to a succeeding period those participants ranking in the top 100 for usage during a 
present period and not receiving a cash payout. The same rejection applied to claim 17 
is applied to claim 20. 

As per claim 22, Ng teaches: 

A method according to claim 13, and comprising posting the entry on a sample 
entry screen to increase overall usage (see Ng column 16, lines 22-30). 
As per claim 23, Ng teaches: 

A method for rewarding participants posting entries on an Internet Web site, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) collecting a posting payment from participants; 

(b) posting participant entries on a Web page adapted for being accessed and 
viewed by visitors of the Web site; 

(c) ranking the entries based on predetermined preference criteria, the 
preference criteria comprising entry usage over a fixed period; 

(d) making certain ones of the participants eligible for receiving a cash payout 
based on a level of their entry usage during the fixed period; 

(e) allocating a percentage of the posting payment to a payout fund used for 
rewarding those participants eligible for receiving the payout; 

(f) distributing the cash payout to eligible participants until the payout fund for 
the fixed period is emptied; and. 
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(g) for those participants eligible for receiving the payout but not receiving the 
payout due to insufficiency of the payout fund, automatically carrying those participants 
forward to a succeeding period. The same rejection applied to claim 19 is applied to 
claim 23. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the inventfon is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 1 02 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prbr art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
inventton was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ng (U.S. 6,405,175) in view of Buck et al (U.S. 6,078,866). 
As per claim 8, Ng teaches: 

An electronic system according to claim 7, but fails to teach comprising a 
multiplier available for purchase by the participant to increase effective usage of the 
entry during the fixed periqd. However, Buck teaches a system where "subscribers pay 
a monetary amount of their own choosing as a subscription fee to list a site with the 
listing service for a defined subscription period. The higher the amount paid for a given 
subscription period in relation to other listers, the higher the site's ranking on the 
service's search reports. Subscriber can monitor the ranking of their listings in relation 
to others, and can modify their rankings by raising or lowering their subscription fees, 
through a subscription monitoring interface provided with the listing server (see column 
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art at the time the application was made, to know that Ng system participants would pay 
a higher fee in comparison to other participants to increase their listing ranking, as 
taught Buck. Participants would pay a higher fee in comparison to other participants 
because this fee would increase the participants' probability of winning prizes or 
awards. 

As per claim 21 , Ng teaches: 

A method according to claim 13, but fails to teach and comprising purchasing a 
multiplier to increase the overall usage of an entry. The same rejection applied to claim 
8 is applied to claim 21 . 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5933. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W STAMBER can be reached on 703-305-8469. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 



V 



Application/Control Number: 09/873,885 



Page 1 0 



Art Unit: 3622 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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